Vol. IV. 


k 51 
A 


REVIE VV 


Numb. 38 


A 


S I A I E 


OF THE 


BRITISH NATION. 


Thurſday, May * 1707: 


n 
— : 


Was talking to the poor deluded or pre- 
— Enemies of the Union in my 

|, concerning the Jealouſies they 
pretend to raiſe of their Brethren in Fng- 
41d: If they would impartially weigh what 
is before them, as to the Manner of their 
Behaviour op both bes, now the thing is 
over, they would find, heir immediate duty is 
to acquieſce, in what Proxidence bas thought 
fit to bring to paſs in this Aﬀair, and to act 


as becomes Chriſtians to their Brethren, 


from whom tho” they may differ, yet they 
are far from being dow in any Danger. 

The Principles and the Eftabliſhment of 
either Party fix'd ; theſg are acknow- 
ledgd,” and thoſe ſecur'd Now [I wiſh, 


2 new Contention would ariſe, F mean, 
ſach as the Struggle of every Party to de- 
monſtrate the Goodneſs of their Principles 
dy the Soundneſs of their Praftice ; that 


every Sort of Chriftians, fince it is our un- 
beppineſs to be plac'd in Sorts, might contend 
only in this, who/ ſhall recommend their 
Party moſt by the Heavenly Inuſtrations of 
Love, Charity, and a flrict Converſation. 

That they may debate, who mall diſ- 
courage Vice moſt, and retorm the Nation 
they live in by their Example; who ſhall 
put the Laws in Execution moft againſt the 
gerveral Defection of Mangers, and ſuppreſs 
the Debaucheries of the Age. 

If this were ſet about beartily, the Spirit 
of Sttife, Jealouſie-ond Diſtruſt would ſoon 
decay among us; and who knows what far- 
ther Union this may produce in Time? Wo 
knows what 'remains behind the Curtain of 
inſcrutable Providence, and what this firſt 
Union may be an Introduction to, when all 
agree to a general Reformation both in 
Principle and Practice, when every Tree, 
that 
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tht or Hegrenty Father his not phnred, 
ſhall he ronted ont 2 What remaining Dit. 
f-rence can there be to aſũſ the moſt cor - 
tentiones Inclination in k-eping up the 
Breach ? 

care rot :o propheſie, what is only in. 
op:; butſure I may be allow'd to deter- 
mine this, that there is every jatt as great 
a Probability, that tlie preſent united Cir- 
cumſtances of this I{iind ſhould have ſome 
extraordinary Effect 00 the Temper, M- 
ners and Inclinations of the People te nding 
to their own Hoppin: (5, as that it ſhould 
produce all the melancholly Poſhbilities, 
which (he chagrin, tlegmatick SuggeRtic as of 
diſconter ted Meople have ſugge ſted. 

[ believe, there is no body but will fin- 
cerely ſay, they wiſh it may be ſo, and 1 
muſt add it is our own inexcuſable Folls,if it 
is not to; fince nothing bur our Paſhons and 
Want of Ciarity to one anotbet can intere 
rupt it, and wo be to them by whom this 
Offence cometh. 4 

The rediprogal Duty here, therefore in 
Matters of Religion, is mutual Charity, 
Ferbearance, Lore to one another, and a 
general Confidence in each other; and of 
this I hope, I need ſay no more, than that 
*tis the way to render the Union effectual, 
and to make it a Bleſſing to both Nations 
and ſoTend the Article of Religion. 

I might ſay a Word to ſume haneft good 
Folk, that cry out (ti'] to have the Union 
broke again, tell us, they hope to ſee it un- 
ravell'd yet, and all the Work to be done 
another Way. 

What way they mean, I confeſs, I think 
is not worth while to examine, nor can they 
give any good Account of their own Wiſhes 
that way; for if they come carefully to ex- 
amine the Conſequences of theſe things, they 
run themſelves upon ſome Rocks and Preci- 
pices, wh'ch in their more calm Uſe of their 
Sences they dare not wiſh ts ſee their 
Country, nor their Charch brought to. 

But I'll wave that, and only ay a Word 
hy way of Enquiry to ſuch People; -You 
would have it broke again, pray, who would 
you have break it? It would be a wicked 


Deſire, and ſuch as no Chriſtian can juflifie 
to ſay, you would have the Exzglih break 
Faith with you, invade your Löerties, and 
make good the Suggeſtious of » Party among 
vs, by proving Tyrn's to erfliie you 
And if yon could enter tain ſo looſe a Detire, 
it would not anſwer vulr End, for it would 
never cane to paſs. 

To ſay you would break it your ſclves, is 
to ſar, you would fle in th: Face of a tegal 
juſt Power, which is the Ord.nauce of GOD, 
and would be not Rebellion agaiaft your 
Prince only, but againſt GOD alſo, and 
would be a ready Step to your cn and your 
Neighhour's D2firuttion 5; to ſuch bewil- 
dred Extremes dv ſuch pave Pcople run 
themſelves, add ſo weakly fill their Heads 
with Not ions, which expoſe them to the 
greate it Abſurdis ies. 

Tne beft Advice to be given ſuch People, 
1s, that they would apply themſelves to che 
more reaſonable and Chciftian Practice of 
improving the Union to the general Advan- 


tage of themſelves and their Poflerity, that 
they way not rob themſelves of che Bleſſing, 
and have the Mortification of ſecing every 
body made happy but themſelves. 

I believe they may be aſſur'd, the Union 
is fix'd beyond the Power of human or in- 


fernal Inſtruments to diſſolre; that Gordion 
Knot, I dare ſay, will never be unty'd, but 
by the general Confl-gration of all thinge, 
as long as Britain ſtands unconquer'd by toc- 
reign Power; and as long as her Inhabi:ants 
have Eyes in their Heads, and their Under- 
ſtardings are in Exerciſe, tis impoſſible it 
ſhould be broke; the Nations muſt be Lu- 
natick and Fela de ſe, whenever they go 
about it, and being abandon'd of Heaven 
and their own Wits, muſt de left a Prey to 
every Devourer. £ 

It is impoſſible, it can ever happen with- 
out a univerſal Convulfion, and overturning 
all Manner of Government, Order, or Set- 
tlement in this Part of the World 

And I cannot but referr it to their own 
more ſerious Confideration, what ſtrange 
prepoſterous Notions ſuch things are foug- 
ded upon? : 


MISCEL- 


1 


2 


MisckLLAN E A. 


N [p-aking of cha St veriries us d in theſe 
Souther n Parts of this Iland agaiult the 
dafortunate De btor, I took Occative to te- 
cugnize the gencral JaRtice of the Nation 
in its proper Execution, and to lay that it 
was neceſſary here, the tradiug Cucum- 
Aaaces of tbis Kingdom con ſidet d, to ſub- 
ret the pet ſus, as well 25 the Eſtate of every 
Tradeſmen; to the Creditor, which f dete 
now taexplain 4 little. 

I know it is che Cuſtom in other Countrics, 
and by our former La«s in -Exglavd, the 
Body of the Debtor could not be detain'd- 

In Scotland to this Hour, no Man can be 
arrcfted in mean Proceſs, aud if when Judg- 
ment is obtain d, and Executioa taken out, 
which they call « Charge of Horning, the 
Defſcodant may be incarcecatce ;. there nie 
two ſuch Circumſtances attending it, as make 
it much eaſier than here; as Firſt, the 
Perſon has ſuth publick Notice of it, that 
he has al Opportunities in the World boch 
to ſecure his Perſun and Efe ds; and Se 
condiy, if he be detaio'd, ſo long as till he 
be reduc'd to Wart on his own Oath, he 
ſhall be releiv'd and maintain'd in Priſoa 
by the Creditor. f 

Let the cruel Creditor do ſo here, that 
Men may not be immur'd between Stone- 
Walls, like wild Beafts, and ſtarv'd to 
Death; that Blood may not de the Price of 
Debt, and Men be murther'd by the miſ- 
apply'd Severities of the Lau; I ſhall be the 
aft. Man- chat hall complaia of the Method 
of impriſeniog Debtors. 

This Nation is not only a vaſily Trading 
Nation, but in our Courſe of Trade, the 
prodigious Credit given by Tradeſmen one 
to another, or by Tradeſmen to Gentle 
men; it i than is praftis'd in any 
Natign in the World, ſo it is the Lite 
and Support of that Credit, that thoſe 
Debt are more eaſily recoverable in this 
Na than in any Part of the World : 
This is the Reaſon of Perſonal Cre- 
dit, for if a Man lives in any Kind of Figure, 
or. has any Reputation in the World, and 


I kavw, tat he muſt pay me, or mift nut 
ſhow hv Face in the Streets; that he mutt 
dil. ths Word, of mutt noc come ouc 
ot his Doors, Chat I can take bim wherev: 
nad him, and cxpulet bim to all that is 
meaa and ſcandalous; I have, | lay, in 
this Caicy, a much greater Saysfattion for 
Petty Credits, than in the other Caſe can be 
had ; where if a Man plealc.to-be a Kuave, 
he cannot be meddled with, till he has Time 
to go about his Bulach,. and let me ſhift 
foc my ſc l. 

And this is not only the Support of Cre- 
dit, but the Eacreaſe of Trade; for wh 
out doubt Credit from Tradeiman to Tradet- 
mas is the Foundation of that Encreaſe, as 
tu Inland Commerce, which I have becu 
talkiog ſo muah of. 

Ido allow, what I have formerly inſiſt- 
ed upon, of the i Conſequences of the gi- 
ving Credit to Gentlemen, and it rcaches 
— * of this Caſe ; but Credit in Trade 
certainly depends upon the Eaſineſs of the 
Mctheds in Law to recover ſmall Debts, 
and the Im ilicy for a Man io Trade to 
keep his Credit, or keep open his Shop, 
and not pay his Debes. 

But this is all nothing to the preſent Caſe, 
in which my Complaint is, not that Men 
may be impriſon d r Debt, but that the 
boundleſs Power of the Creditor is not re- 
ſtrain d to ſome Limits, in which ſuch Care 
might. be taken of the miſerable Wretch 
that falls into his Hand, that be may not be 
deftroy'd, which is a general Loſs to the 
Nation, and incoohftent with the Laws of 
Carittianity, Reaſon or good Government. 

Fathers and Maſters may corre, but 
they- may not killz they may puniſh, bue 


they may nut defiroy; Lite is only in the 


Hand of the Magiftrate, and the Law is 
the Bound of bis Power; for to kil, is to 
muriber in the higheſt Powet in the World, 
where. it is not juſtify'd by the Intent, as 
well as by the Letter of (be Law. 
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